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If you are looking for a comprehensive evidence-based
textbook on paediatrics this is not what you will get. This is a
handbook to empower the reader to use the Internet as a
source for evidenced-based paediatrics.
The introductory chapters include scientific thinking, finding
the evidence and critical reading. These are followed by
chapters on different topics, e.g. epilepsy, diabetes, asthma and
prematurity. Case scenarios which are quite realistic for private
and state hospital practice, are used throughout.
The chapters are structured in the following way: a case
scenario is followed by a discussion on framing answerable
questions, that may include questions on baseline risk
(causation), diagnosis, intervention and therapy (prognosis).
The reader is then taken step by step through searching for
evidence, discussing the websites used and how to use a mesh
to yield appropriate results. The most appropriate search
which will answer the questions, is pointed out. Once the
electronic search is complete, the reader is taken through a
critical appraisal of the articles found, discussing the good and
bad points of research with specific relevance to the questions
in hand. One is even taught how to work out relevant risks
and predictive values from the results presented in the articles. 
The chapter concludes with a summary of the scenario and
what the authors feel is the most reasonable conclusion; some
of this is also based on sound experience and sensible
practices. There is also a table summarising the type of
evidence, result and conclusions drawn for each question that
was framed.
The references given are from 1977 to 1999, following the
examples of the searches given in the chapters; more recent
references would be easy to find.  Using the knowledge gained
in this book, one would be able to review them appropriately
from an evidence-based perspective.
The topics covered are not comprehensive, e.g. there is not
much on autism, but the skills gained by working through the
book would empower the reader to tackle any problem that
presents in the future and be able to frame appropriate
questions, do a reasonable search, and a critical review of any
topic that was presented.
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Practicality and clinical relevance in an attractive, clear and
accessible format are the outstanding claims to fame of the
BMJ’s well-known ABC series of booklets, which are
compilations of articles originally published weekly in the
BMJ.
The various titles seem to be regularly updated, the ABC of
Sexually Transmitted Infections being the 5th edition, which is
thoroughly up-to-date, with considerable attention paid to
different disease patterns and antibiotic sensitivities in
different parts of the world. In the treatment of sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs) the ideal route of laboratory-
confirmed diagnosis is clearly described, followed by the
simpler, less precise, but effective syndromic management
which, in the circumstances in which they work, is the route
most doctors have to follow.
To have a whole booklet devoted to smoking cessation
seems at first sight to be a bit excessive until one considers, as
the authors of this excellent booklet point out, that a
hypertensive smoker is likely to benefit far more from stopping
smoking than from having his blood pressure well controlled.
The ABC of Eyes (CD-ROM included) is a succinct and up-to-
date review of the field, with particular focus on the aspects of
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